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SHORT EXAMINATION, &c. 


—— kh  _______—_—_— 


FTER Men have been accuſtomed, for a Suc- 
ceſſion of Years, to enjoy the Bleſſings re- 
ſulting from a Conſtitution confeſſedly the happieſt, 
and moſt perfect under Heaven, they are juſtly 


alarmed at every Idea of Innovation, and cannot 
help feeling very ſerious Apprehenſions, leſt any 
projected Alteration ſhould introduce into the Com- 
munity a greater Proportion of Miſery, than it was 
intended to remedy, and leſt real and ſubſtantial 
Happineſs ſhould be given up for that, which is 
only ideal, and uncertain. | 


Such Feelings, I confeſs, ariſe in my Mind, at 
ſeeing the vigorous Exertions, now making by our 
Diſſenting Brethren throughout the Kingdom, to 
effect the Repeal of Laws, which were inſtituted for 
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the Protection and Security of our Government and 
Religion, and which, for more than a Century paſt, 
have fully anſwered the intended Purpoſe. 


As the Teſt and Corporation Acts have been, by 
our Forefathers for two or three Generations, and 
are, by the greater Part of ourſelves, eſteemed the 
firmeſt Bulwark of our Civil and Religious Liberties, 
it is not to be wondered at, if thoſe, who know the 
Value of ſuch ineſtimable Bleſſings from Experience, 
and are anx1ous for their Preſervation and Continu- 
ance, ſhould feel themſelves deeply intereſted in its 
Removal, and ſhould indulge the Apprehenſion, 
leſt, whenever that Event ſhall take Place, thoſe very 
Miſchiefs, . againſt which it was erected, or others 
equally fatal, ſhould ruſh in like an Inundation, 
and overwhelm aur happy Conſtitution, It is this 
Dread, which operates with me to venture a few 
Obſervations on this Subject. Being earneſtly de- 
ſirous, that the beautiful Fabric of our Conſtitution 
ſhould continue, as it has done for the laſt Hundred 
Years, uninjured and unimpaired, I feel it my Duty 
to exert 'what little Strength I poſſeſs, towards its 
Preſervation; and although I have not the Vanity 
to ſuppoſe, that my feeble Efforts alone will aceom- 
nited 
with 


3 
with the more powerful Exertions of others, and 
directed to the ſame Object, our collected Strength 


may perhaps ſupport the tottering Building, and 
prevent its dreaded Fall. 


In peruſing “ the Reſolutions of a Meeting of 
« Delegates, from the ſeveral Congregations of Pro- 
« teſtant Diſſenters in the Eaſtern Diviſion of the 
e County of Somerſet, &c. I find-they contain 
the Reaſons, generally uſed by Diſſenters at 
large, for wiſhing the Repeal of thoſe Laws, which 
they conſider as obnoxious. Theſe Reaſons, it is 
my preſent Intention to- examine, 


I. They alledge of the © Corporation and Teſt 
Acts, that they are a Violation of the Rights of 
« Men and Citizens, by inflicting Incapacities, 


* not for any Crime, but merely on Account of 


c 


Religious Principles, which ought not to fall 
* within the Cognizance of any human Tribunal.” 


Men, who are eagerly endeavouring to aſſert their 
own Rights, are too apt to forget thoſe of others. 


The Diſſenters, wholly abſorpt in the Inconveniences 


which they ſuffer, from not being permitted to ſhare, 
but upon certain Conditions, the many good Things 
with 
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with which Civil Offices abound, are determined to 
deny Government, or the collective Body, a Right 
which is claimed by every individual Member, who 
reigns within the narrow Circle of his awn Family. 
If I ſhould want a Servant to fill any Place within 
my Houſehold, and one ſhould offer himſelf for it, 
will any Perſon tell me, that I may not inſiſt upon 
his poſſeſſing, not merely the Qualities requiſite for 
his particular Station, but fuch allo as are eſſential to 
the Peace, the Harmony, and the good Qrder of my 
Family ? Can any Servant, with Juſtice, accule me 
of treating him cruelly, or of invading his Rights, 
when I refuſe to admit him into the Boſaom of my 
Family, for not chooſing to comply with ſuch Terms, 
as I have found, by Experience, are neceſlary to its 
Happineſs? I appeal to the Diſſenters, whether it 
is their uſual Practice, to take any Servant, promiſ- 
cuouſly, into their Service, without aſking a ſingle 
Queſtion, or requiring Qualifications of any Sort ? 
If they act thus in their private Concerns, they de- 
ſerve to be acquitted of Blame, for carrying the ſame 
Sentiments into the wider Field of Society, becauſe 
they appear to act conſiſtently, and according ta 
Principle. But, if they do not, is it juſt to put ſuch 
an harſh Conſtruction on a Proceeding of Govern- 
ment, ſo exactly ſimilar? Can that with Reaſon be 
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eſteemed a Violation in it, which every Maſter of a 
Family, regards as a Duty in him ? Are the Truſts, 
committed to a domeſtic Servant, more 1mportant in 
their Effects, than thoſe, with which Government in- 
veſts its Servants, and conſequently, more deſerving 
of Caution, with Reſpect to thoſe who are to be ad- 
mitted to them ? 


Since then, every private Individual conceives, 
that he has a Right to © inflict Incapacities, as the 
Diſſenter is pleaſed to term it, or in Words leſs ex- 
preſſive of Rancour and Miſchief, to require certain 
Qualifications in the Servant whom he is about to 
employ : Since he chooſes to be well aſcertained of 
his Honeſty, Sobriety, and Fidelity, before he intro- 
duces him into his Houſe, and beſtows upon him a 
Truſt of ſuch Conſequence ; ſo the Legiſlature juſtly 
preſumes, that it may act in the ſame Manner, as its 
Truſts are as weighty and important, its Right is at 
leaſt equal. The Violation therefore of which our 
Government is accuſed, is no more in Kind, though 
it may be in Degree, than what we are all guilty of 
every Day of our Lives, without once admitting a 
Thought of its being ſuch. But if the Diſſenters are 
determined to think theſe Acts deſerving of ſo harſh 
an Appellation, let them at leaſt give the Legiſlature 


all 
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all due Credit for its Impartiality, in forcing even 
the King who reigns over us to ſubmit to it. They, 
perhaps, will even detract from its Merits in this 
Particular, and think it no more than reaſonable, that 
Kings ſhould be bound by the moſt ſolemn Ties, 
while Subjects ſhould be indulged with Liberty un- 
controuled. 


The Diſſenters add (as a Merit I ſuppoſe) that 
it is not © for any Crime,“ that theſe Acts inflict 
Incapacities: If it were, their Complaints would 
be preſumptuous, the Meaſures they are now pur- 
ſuing, factious. I am however glad, they will allow 
Government the Right of making even Crimes, an 
Incapacity for Offices of Truſt ! “ But,” ſay they, 
« it is on Account of Religious Principles which 
„ ought not to fall within the Cognizance of any 
« human Tribunal.” If I am to underſtand theſe 
Words in their wideſt Latitude, (and how elſe are 


they to be underſtood, when proceeding from the 


Mouths of thoſe, who have aſſumed to themſelves 
the unqualified Title, of Champions for the Rights 
of Men?) they will be found to contam a Doc- 
trine, which will alarm the Well-wiſher to our 
Conſtitution, as it has ſubſiſted ſince the glorious 
Revolution, and will rouſe and chear the drooping 

Spi- 
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Spirits of the Profeſſors of Popery.. Can they 
really mean, that no human Tribunal ought to take 
Cognizance of Religious Principles at all, not even, 
as they relate to, or are concerned in, human Go- 
vernments, and though they ſhould be fatal to the 
Intereſts and Happineſs of the State ? Surely this 
is ſtriking at the very Root of the Authority of Go- 
vernment, as well as ſtripping it of its Rights. While 
as a Prateſtant of the Church of England, I lament 
the projected Downfal of our Church and State, I 
muſt congratulate the Papiſt on his dawning Proſ- 
petts. He has found a Friend, who ſtands forth to 
aſſert his Rights, and to declare, in the Fate of the 
World, how cruelly he has been injured and op- 
preſſed. From this Time forth we have Reaſon to 
expect, that ſuch a Declaration muſt not only ſooth 
and reconcile all former Animoſities, but muſt lay the 
Foundation of a ſolid and laſting Friendſhip, muſt 
unite them with the ſtrongeſt Bonds of Affection and 
Intereſt, muſt obtain the Diſſenters ſo great an In- 
creaſe of Strength, as to inſure them Succeſs in their 
ambitious Deſigns, and, in a Word, muſt ſurprize 
Mankind, by a Coalition of all others the moſt motley. 


But if, on the other Hand, they were not intended 
to be underſtood in ſo wide a Senſe, if they meant to 


make any Exceptions to the Principles of Papiſts, 
B then 
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then the Inference is obvious, and I ſhall venture to 
aſſert that SELF is the ſecret Spring of all their 
Exertions, and that the Rights of Men are merely 
a ſpecious Outſide, to cover their own intereſted 
Projects. 


Happy is it for our Conſtitution, that Government 
aſſumes a Right of “ inflidting Incapacities? from 
filling Offices of Truſt, on Account of Religious 
Principles; and if it has hitherto exerciſed this Right, 
without being deemed guilty of a Violation in the 
Inſtance of the Roman Catholics, I can ſee no Rea- 
ſon, why it may not do the ſame with Reſpect to any 
other Claſs of Subjects whoſe Principles it may 
eſteem as any Ways unfriendly to its Form, or fatal 
to its Exiſtence. 


cannot diſmiſs this Subject without quoting the 
Words of an Author, not more eminent for his Learn- 
ing and Abilities, than for his Moderation, Candour, 
and Liberality. ce Without recurring,“ ſays he,“ in- 
« vidiouſly to paſt Tranſactions, though there are 
« among the Diſſenters Numbers of able and honeſt 
« Men, who would diſcharge any Office, which 
« ſhould be committed to them, moſt unexception- 
« ably, yet the general Operation of thoſe Principles“ 
(viz. concerning Church Government) © when carried 
cc to 
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« to the Degree, to which, even now, we ſee them 
« carried, is not favourable to the Whole of our pre- 
te ſent Conſtitution in Church and State, which are 
* not without Reaſon conſidered as connected in their 
* Intereſts. To exempt Men from Penalties, which 
* they do not deſerve, is one Thing: to delegate to 
« them Authority, is another; the firſt is a Matter of 
« Juſtice, the latter of Favour and Diſcretion; which 
« the State may ſurely refuſe to do, if ſuch Authority 
* be likely to operate to her own Prejudice. Of this 
the State muſt judge, and act accordingly.”* 


II. What has been already advanced, will, I hope, 
tend to vindicate the Principle of the Acts in Queſtion. 
Let us now attend © to the Inſtrument by Means of 
which they are carried mto Execution : For to ren- 
* der,“ ſay the Diſſenters, © the Sacrament of the 
„ Lord's Supper a Qualification for an Office, not 
only perverts the original Deſign of its great 
« Founder, but weakens the Regard due to the ſacred 
* Ordinances of the Goſpel.” 


It is a Property of the prejudiced Mind, either not 
to underſtand, or wilfully to miſconſtrue the beſt In- 
tentions ; and if in the preſent Queſtion the Diſſenter 


* Sturges, on Church Eſtabliſhment, 
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was guided leſs by Intereſt, and more by Conſciente, 
he would not impute that as a Cauſe of Blame in Go- 
vernment, which was evidently intended to anſwer 
the moſt ſalutary Purpoſes. When the Happineſs of 
Millions is entruſted to the Care of Government, it 
becomes her indiſpenſible Duty to adopt ſuch Means, 
as are moſt likely and effeQual to ſecure and preſerve 
it. And as ſhe cannot help delegating Part of her 
Authority to others, it 1s equally incumbent upon her 
to be cautious on whom ſhe beſtows it, leſt it ſhould be 
perverted to the worſt Purpofes, and be made the In- 
ſtrument to deſtroy that Happineſs which it is meant 
to promote. This Caution ſhe has exerciſed, and is 
blamed for it, though I think wrongfully, by the Diſ- 
ſenter. Conſcious, it would ſeem, of the Weight 
and Importance of the Truft ſhe is going to confide 
in her Servants, and anxious that it may be diſcharged 
by Perſons ſincerely attached to her Intereſts, ſhe 
thinks it neceſſary (and what can be more reaſonable ?) 
to require the moſt ſolemn Aſſurances of their Fide. 
lity before ſhe will admit them into a Confidence, 
which, without ſuch Precautions, might operate to her 
Ruin. In Order therefore to put their Principles 
to the Trial, and, if poſſible, to raiſe a Barrier, which 
might effeCtually keep out thoſe ſecret Enemies, who. 
otherwiſe would inſinuate themſelves into her very 
Bowels, and prey upon her Vitals in Security, ſhe has 
; made 
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made that moſt awful Rite of our holy Religion, the 
| Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, the Teſt of their 
Sincerity; judging, that, however inimical any might 
be to our Conſtitution, they could not be ſo totally 
abandoned to Wickedneſs, fo loſt to all Senſe of Reli- 
gion, as to incur the Guilt of profaning a Rite, juſtly 
held ſo ſolemn, in Order to gratify their bad Paſſions, 
and to promote any unjuſt Schemes, 


If then an anxious Solicitude for the Welfare of 
her Subjects, for the Preſervation of the Conſtitution, 
and for the faithful Diſcharge of the Truſt committed 
to her, be the Motive on which Government acts, (and 
that it is, I ſhould hardly believe the Diſſenter will 
deny,) if the Means adopted, were deſigned to ac. 
compliſh theſe important Ends, and have hitherto ef- 
fectually done ſo; I cannot agree with him in think- 
ing, that an Inftrument, which 1s employed in the 
glorious Cauſe of guarding and promoting the Hap- 
pineſs of Millions, can betoo folemn, or that the In- 
tention, for which the Sacrament was inftituted by 
its benevolent Founder, is at all perverted by its be- 
ing thus applied. 


J ſhall alſo differ from him in the Idea, that © the 
« making the Sacrament a Qualification for Office 
„ weakens the Regard due to the ſacred Ordinances 
« of 
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* of the Goſpel.” That it will not have this Effect 
upon the Man, who follows Conſcience as his Guide, 
and governs his Life by the Preſcriptions of Reli- 
gion, I think I may ſafely aſſert. His Mind being 
thoroughly eſtabliſhed in Virtue, will never ſhrink 
from her Cauſe, however powerfully he may be 
tempted by Intereſt or Honours. And on the other 
Hand, the Man, who would be ſeduced into receiving 
the Sacramen: merely to obtain ſome worldly In- 
tereſt, cannot have any very ſtrong Impreſſions of 
Religion. We muſt ſuppoſe, that, before he would 
think of complying with Terms, by which his eternal 
Salvation is endangered, he muſt have loſt all Con- 
ſiderations of another World; and therefore I can. 
not help concluding, that the receiving the Sacrament 
-upon ſuch an Occaſion, does not tend to weaken in 
-his Mind. the Regard due to the Ordinances of the 
Goſpel, but that this Regard muſt have been already 
weakened, before he would make it a Vehicle to his 
Intereſt. Nay I will venture a Step farther :' Tho” 
perhaps my Piety may be called in Queſtion, by 
thoſe, who cannot believe that to be Piety, which 
warms with a gentle Heat, but think it neceſſary, 
that it ſhould burn. As however there is one, who 
looks into the Heart, and knows all its ſecret Move- 
ments, I ſhall leave it to him to determine what are 
my Feelings, and to his Inſpection 1 chearfully ſub- 

- | mit 
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mit it, at this Moment. It is not only my Opinion 
that the Regard due to the ſacred Ordinances will not be 
weakened in the Mind, as the Diſſenter ſo much dreads; 
but Charity rather induces me to ſuppoſe, that, on the 
contrary, there is a Probability of its being ſtrengthened 
thereby. However abandoned a Man may be, he feels 
an Awe at this ſolemn Inſtitution. If ſuch a one 
ſhould be called by Intereſt to receive the Sacrament, 
(for ctherwiſe perhaps he bad never appeared at the 
holy Table, and the Negle# of this Duty is but a few 
Degrees leſs blame-worthy than the receiving it on 
this Principle) we may charitably ſuppoſe, that upon 
this Occaſion, his Mind will be ſerious, his Thoughts 
collected, and in ſome Meaſure employed upon the 
Service in which he is engaged, and that Reflections 
may ariſe, which had hitherto been choaked by the 
Cares—the Pleaſures—the Vices of the World, —and 
which, but for this intereſted Performance of this 
Duty, might have lain for ever dormant : Reflection, 
once excited, may continue occaſionally to exert it- 
ſelf; till at laſt, he may acquire a right Senſe of Re- 
ligion, and may perſevere hereafter to practice that 
from a Senſe of Duty, which he began from Views 
of Intereſt. Though ſuch happy Effects are not 
often to be expected, there is a Probability, that they 
may ſometimes happen. Many a Man's Reformation 
has begun from as improbable Circumſtances; and 
| the 
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the Mind, in many Caſes, needs only to be made ſe- 
rious, in Order to receive deep and laſting Impreſ- 
ſions of Religion. 


Though however ſuch Conſequences were never to 
be produced, though Men for the ſake of Intereſt will 
run the Riſque of their Salvation, and perſiſt in pro- 
faning the ſacred Ordinance, this ſurely cannot be a 
ſubſtantial Reaſon for its Removal. Is the Law to 
anſwer for its being tranſgreſſed? Becauſe the Lord's 
Day is made by many a Day of Riot, Intemperance, 
and Debauchery, inſtead of being ſpent in Religious 
Exerciſes, and Acts of Devotion, ought it, therefore 
to be aboliſhed? Becauſe the Sons and Daughters of 
Licentiouſneſs may daily tranſgreſs the Command, 
« thou ſhalt not commit Adultery,” ſhould this Cir- 
cumſtance plead for its Repeal? Becauſe ſome of 
every Claſs and Denomination of Men, will practice 
the Vices forbidden by our Saviour and his Apoſtles, 
and will deſpiſe Religion in Spite of all its Promiſes 
or Threats, are we therefore to wiſh the Abolition of 
the Scriptures of Truth, as well as all Religion ? | 


But as the Diſſenters feel ſo anxious a Solicitude 
for the Souls of Men, would it not be an Improve- 
ment to their Plans of Reform, if not to deſtroy Civil 
Offices, (as this may be attended with ſome Inconve- 
nience) 
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nience) at leaſt to take away their glittering Attractions 
and golden Emoluments as ſo many Inlets to Sin, by 
filling us with Pride, Worldly-mindedneſs, and a 
Train of other Evils? Should this Scheme ever take 
Place, they and the Eſtabliſhment will afterwards be 
very good Friends, becauſe when this Bone of Con- 
tention ſhall be removed, we ſhall hardly think any 
Thing elſe worth contending for. 


Were the other Reaſons, adduced by the Diſſenters 
in Favour of the Repeal, of no greater Weight than 
this of the Profanation of the Sacrament, (though 
indeed to the vulgar and unlearned, the Cry that Re- 
gion is in Danger is Argument ſtrong enough) their 
Cauſe would have but a bad Support, and would 
juſtly deſerve to fall to the Ground. 


I ſhall add but a few Words more upon this Head: 
The Compliance with this Condition of the Acts in 
Queſtion, muſt be either againſt the Principles of the 
Diſſenters, or it muſt not. If it is, 1 ſhall be glad to 
know how it may be accounted for, that we ſee ſo 
many Diſſenters, whoſe Education and Station in Life 
will not let us admit the Thought, that Ignorance or 
Want could ſeduce them into a Violation of Con- 
ſcience, filling the higheſt and moſt ſplendid Offices 
of Government? Let ſuch hide their Heads, and 
8 bluſh 
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bluſh at their Pliancy of Conſcience! If, on the 
other Hand, it be not againſt their Conſcience, what 
Excuſe can the Diſſenters offer for attempting to 
diſturb the Peace of the Nation by their noiſy Com- 
plaints, and alarming Combinations ? They are only 


urged by Intereſt, to perform that which they ought 
from Duty. 


III. „ That as Proteſtant Diſſenters we are con- 
« ſcious of meriting the Character of loyal and peace- 
te able Subjects: Of being firm and ſteady Friends 
to the Civil Conſtitution of this Kingdom,” &c. 


As to the Loyalty of the Diſſenters, their Attach- 
ment to the Houſe of Brunſwick, &c. it is far from 
my Intentions, in the ſmalleſt Degree, to call them 
in Queſtion: I will not admit a Doubt of them, but 
will moſt chearfully allow them all the Credit they 
will chooſe to aſſume on this Head: But they cannot 
mean ſeriouſly to bring this in as a Plea for the Re- 
peal of thoſe Acts. Is there ſuch great Merit in 
being loyal, when being not ſo would brand their 

whole Body for ever with the Name of Traitors, and 
bring upon them that diſgraceful Puniſhment, which 
this Crime would ſo juſtly deſerve? Is there any 
ſuch great Merit in defending a Proteſtant King, 

whoſe lawful Subjects they are, and under whoſe 
Fe og mild 
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mild Government they enjoy, notwithſtanding all 
their Complaints, the full Exerciſe of their Religion, 
from a Popiſh, or a Mahometan Invader? Is there 


any ſuch great Merit in lending their Aid to protect 
the Country where they were born, and in the Pre- 
ſervation of which, conſiſts the Preſervation of all 
their Property? In one Word, is the Merit worthy 
of ſuch great Boaſt, that in the Moment of Danger 
they ſhould not forget their own deareſt Intereſts, nor 
eſpouſe a Cauſe that would be fatal to them? If 
the Diſſenters reſt ſo much Merit upon Loyalty, 
I truſt there is hardly a Man in this Kingdom at this 
Moment, whoſe Pretenſions to it are not equal; and 
Iwill farther add, who may not with equal Propriety 
make it a Plea, either for the Redreſs of any Griev- 
ance under which he labours, or for the obtaining of 
any Favour which he may aſk. What would they 
think of this Argument, when they are told, that the 
Body of Curates, (of which I am an humble Member) 
feeling moſt ſenſibly the Hardſhips under which they 
are acknowledged, by all the World, to labour, and 
for Conſcience Sake too, intend intereſting Parliament 

in their Behalf, and to demand, that they ſhould all 
be made Biſhops and Archbiſhops, as their Boſoms 
glow with Sentiments of Loyalty, equal to any that 
ever warmed the Breaſts of the ſacred Bench !— . 
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Would not this Argument, thus applied, move the 
rigid Muſcles of the moſt auſtere Dilſenter's Face ? 
But why is it more laughable in our Caſe, than in 
theirs? Is it becaufe they are ſo engaged in the 
Cauſe of Self, that the Feelings of a Brother, whoſe 
Sentiments in ſome ſmall Points of Religion differ 
from theirs, can never be made their own? In 
either Caſe, it can have no Weight; therefore we 
ſhall diſmiſs it, together with their next, which re- 
lates ta their being peaceable Subjects. For a Proof 
of this, we ſhall wait the Event of the preſent agi- 
tated Queſtion ; but in the mean Time let them re- 
member, that there are Laws to protect the Peace, 
and that there can be as little Reaſon to ground their 
Arguments, for the Indulgence they are wanting, 
upon their Peaceableneſ, as upon their Loyalty ; and 
the Anſwer which ſerves to confute the ane, will ex- 
actly ſerve to confute the other. 


Their next Argument is, that « they are firm and 
4 ſteady Friends to our Civil Conſtitution.” We 


here obſerve ſo great a Degree of Openneſs and Can- 
dour, as I think, exceeds the Limits of the Diſſenters 
uſual Prudence. We are told, plainly, that they are 
not Friends to the Whole of our Conſtitution. They 
neither conceal, nor wiſh to conceal, that their Sen- 

timents 
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timents are unfriendly to the Ecclefiaſtical Part of it. 
Can we therefore help being alarmed, leſt, as ſoon as 
they obtain all that they can wiſh, and find tnat they 
are arrayed with all the Power at which they are graſp- 
ing, they ſhould exert themſelves in removing the ob- 
noxious Part? Can it be {uppoſed, that this will be ef- 
fected without dreadful Convulſions? We know from 
the Experience of more than a Century, how great a 
Share of Happineſs our preſent Conſtitution in Church 
and State has produced: We know not how great a 
Share of Miſery may be our Lot, if it undergoes any 
fuch material Alterations as the Abolition of ſo conſi- 
derable a Part of it.“ For it is an Obſervation often 
made, that all Religious Sects while they are kept un- 
* der and oppreſſed, are remarkable for inculcatingthe 
Duties of Moderation, Forbearance, and Charity, 
r towards thoſe who diſſent from them, but as ſoon as 
* the Scenes of Perſecution are removed, and they in 
de their Turn arrive at Power and Pre-Eminence, 
« they forget their own Precepts and Maxims, and 
leave both the Recommendation and Practice of 
© Charity to thoſe who groan under the Yoke, Suck 
„ in Reality was the Conduct and Behaviour of the 
% Puritans during their tranſitory Exaltation ; they 
* ſhewed as little Clemency and Equity to the Bi- 
s ſhops and other Patrons of Epilcopacy, as why 
e 
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* had received from them, when the Reins of Go. 
« vernment were in their Hands.“ * To this tri- 
umphantly anſwers the Diſſenter, I ſee that you are 
alarmed leſt your Intereſt may be affected, and 
therefore you cry out, that the Church is in Danger. 
Such a narrow Idea can never enter the Mind of any 
Man, but of him, whoſe ruling Principle is Self. It 
15 to be hoped, there are as honeſt Men of the Church 
of England, as any of whom the Diſſenters can boaſt, 
and of as patriotic Principles. If that be deemed an 
intereſted Conduct, which tends to the Preſervation 
of a Conſtitution which has been juſtly regarded the 
Wonder of Mankind :—If that be deemed an inte- 
reſted Conduct which ſhews a Solicitude for the 
Happineſs of Millions, I ſhall at all Times meet the 
Charge with Complacency, nor ſhall ever attempt to 
refute it, At the ſame Time, let not the Diſſenters 
Vanity dictate the Suppoſition, that our Church has 
any Cauſe to be alarmed when Arguments are the 
only Weapons employed againſt her, Theſe are not 
the Objects of our Dread. With ſuch we have often 
met them, and ſtill maintain our Ground, —and while 
theſe are the only ones they uſe, we will never decling 
the Combat, 


* Maclaine's Tranſlation of Moſhum's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
vol. 4 Pp. 522. 
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Thus have I endeavoured to examine ſome of the 
principal Reaſons offered by the Diſſenters for the 
Repeal of the Teſt and Corporation Acts. With 
what Succeſs, I ſubmit to the World to determine, 
I mean that little Part of it in which theſe Pages may 
be read. To Candour and Impartiality I ſhall make 
no more Pretenſions, than the Public will be pleaſed 
to allow me. To a good Motive I hope it will permit 
me to lay Claim: That Motive I have already men- 
tioned; and if my Exertions ſhould in the ſmalleſt 
Degree be found to ſupport a Conſtitution, which 
next to Heaven ought to be dear to every Briton, I 
ſhall ever reflect with a chearful Satisfaction on the 


Hours which have been employed in ſo glorious a 
Cauſe. 


